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of parental labour. The little Susie, in especial,
was a child of exception, destined, it would
have seemed, for great things. She wrote a
part of a ' biography' of her father as quaint
and interesting as her father's own work.

4 Papa,' she writes, * doesn't like to go to
church at all, why, I never understood, until
just now. He told us the other day that he
couldn't bear to hear anyone talk but himself,
but that he could listen to himself talk for
hours without getting tired; of course he said
this in joke, but no doubt it was founded on
truth.'

For the intense happiness of such affections
Mark Twain was destined later on to pay the
full price. For him each break in the circle
must come as a cruel blow, beyond consolation,
without hope, cruel, final.

Such a time was approaching.

117